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Foreword 
1
The end of the season is nearing and I thought it best to write and explain what is in store between now and the start of the next season.  But before I do, I would like to extend our most sincere thanks for your support.  We know that without mums, dads, grans’ granddads and guardians there would be no football.  In addition I would like to congratulate both teams for their positive approach to the season with the Reds giving a good account of themselves and the Black team for finishing top of the top league in Mid Wilshire.

Diary of Planned Events
2
Listed below are a few dates detailing events planned during the closed season.  If you wish your child to be considered for any of these events please return the attached form to George as soon as is possible.

	Date
	Venue
	Teams
	Cost to club
	Remarks

	30 April
	Kingdown
	All
	35
	Final training session this season.

	2 May
	Highbury
	4
	NIL
	

	16 May
	Chippenham
	2
	32
	

	17 May
	Frome
	2
	TBC
	

	12 June (TBC)
	Assembly Hall
	All
	Nil
	Presentation Night time & Date TBC

	6 June
	Corsham
	2
	50
	

	14 June
	Bromham
	2
	36
	

	21 June
	Westbury
	2
	40
	

	27 June
	Castle Combe
	2
	36
	

	5 July
	Trow Wanders
	2
	40
	

	
	Hunters Moon
	N/A
	N/A
	Registration Night for 09/10 season


Next Season
3.
There are currently five adults running the Under 10’s.  After a fairly lengthy discussion we have elected to enter two teams into the Mid Wilts league for the 09/10 season.  Without rambling on about the difficulties this presents the management team, I must explain that without out the full support of the adults we run the danger of falling flat on our faces.  To achieve two teams we require 30 players to turn up week in, and week out as we move to 11 aside with normal association rules applied. 
Before we do this, it is important that all adults fully understand the pros & cons of what we are trying to achieve.  

a.
The upside to this:  Clearly there is more football for all to play, and those who have felt they didn’t get enough time on the pitch this year will not experience this again. 

b.
The down side:  The size of what we are trying to do needs a substantial parental commitment.  It is an “all or nothing scenario”.

c.
The consequence of getting this wrong:  If enthusiasm falters and we fail to field enough players for a game the two teams will be forced to merge potentially at a substantial financial penalty to the club.  More importantly this would cause huge consternation to the age group and all those involved, but predominately the children would suffer the most.

Development
4.
Highbury is a volunteer organisation.  No one at the club is paid and I am keen to stress that the five guys who run the age group have full time busy professions.  Yet we remain committed to developing the young players under our charge.   In the main we focus on football but the by product is clearly social development.  We are immensely proud of our high moral approach to coaching helping young people identify the key ingredients to success in sport and life in general.  

The Challenge ahead

5
There are two clear challenges for the year ahead.  

a.
Firstly there is the social development aspect:  We hope that some of the discipline they exercise whilst in the company of the coaches is practised in their daily lives.  Although it is fair to say that the tail end of this year the coaching staff have been on a bit of a learning curve as the players get older with greater exposure to the wider world, they have brought to training some  “play ground behaviour”.  Now the coaching staff are prepared for it, there will be measures put in place next season to educate players on the respect required for fellow team members, regardless of their ability or standing. 

“Training is to be free from school pressures including, bullying or intimidation”

b.
Secondly there is the football dynamic:  The U11’s as we will be next year are blessed with the highest standard of qualified coaches available.  With a combination of integrity, dedication and desire this year the coaching staff will seek to build on our collective experiences learnt playing 7a-side football and try hard to set the best example for your children to follow.  
Summary
It has been a great season for the children!  They have learnt to win and remain humble yet lose with dignity.  They have earned the respect of their peers and more importantly learnt how to give someone the respect they deserve.  It is without hesitation that I say the coaching staff have been truly humbled by the words and actions of most of the players. We look forward to seeing the players during the tournaments and hope you will support our home venue on May Bank Holiday by helping your child sell the club tickets enclosed.

Yours aye.

Players Name

Contact details :
Phone  noss

Home

Mobile

1.
Please put an X in the box marked available or not available!

2.
If there is an event you really wish to be at for one reason or another please mark this down in the end column.  

	Date
	Venue
	Available
	Not Available 
	I am very keen my child takes part in this particular event.

	2 May
	Highbury
	
	
	

	16 May
	Chippenham
	
	
	

	6 June
	Corsham
	
	
	

	14 June
	Bromham
	
	
	

	21 June
	Westbury
	
	
	

	27 June
	Castle Combe
	
	
	

	5 July
	Trow Wanders
	
	
	


3.
Please get this form back to George or Baz  before the end of April.

4.
We will try to ensure that we give out places as equally as is possible, but  stress,  it is unlikely that your child will play every tournament. 

Final note:

It is a parental responsibility to take the child to the tournament and look after him whilst he is there.   Please don’t commit to an event if you can’t make it yourself.  Last year we won two tournaments and came runners up in two.  We look forward to more of the same this year.
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